
Coming soon! Watch our web site 
for a date in March or April at Kirk-
wood Station Restaurant! 

Friday, April 28, 2017 
We’ll be performing a concert starting at 
7:30 pm at East Central College in Union, 
MO (1964 Prairie Dell Road).  Tickets are 
$10 but students performing at the Jazz 
Clinic that day get in free! 

Sunday, April 30, 2017 
We’ll be performing with the North County 
Big Band at the Sheldon 
Concert Hall (3648 Washing-
ton Blvd.). Watch our web 
site for more information.  

Keep an eye on our web site for the latest: 
www.gatewaycitybigband.com 
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May we have this dance? 
 
The GCBB has been performing for dances 
since its inception.  As a matter of fact, until 
a few years ago we played far more dances 
than concerts.  Programming for a concert 
and dance can be vastly different – dance 
tunes tend to focus 
on steady tempos 
and the audio ele-
ments of the music, 
while concert tunes 
may focus more on 
an interesting variety 
of feature artists and 
visual elements. 
 
We have to admit that as musicians, many 
of us don’t do a lot of dancing; it’s difficult to 
dance when you’re on stage playing.  But 
our experiences playing at the historic Casa 
Loma Ballroom, with constructive feedback 
from the dancers, made us pretty confident 
that we knew how to play for dancers. 
 
Our approach to programming for a dance 
changed a few months ago when a local 
ballroom dance club contacted us to play for 

Come see us! 

one of their monthly dances. “Sure”, we said.  “No problem!” Then they sent us the mix 
they wanted of the different dance styles – fourteen different dance styles – and confirmed 
a source for the correct tempos for every one of those dance styles. This was very helpful! 
 
So we got to work, created a spreadsheet with the dance styles and cross-referenced it 
with the list of tunes we currently carry with us to gigs.  It was a real eye-opener as to the 
variety of tunes we carry and how dancers view them, although we weren’t too surprised to 
see that a band like ours carries a good number of swing tunes.  The process has given us 
a new appreciation for the intricacies of the different dance styles and the best tempos for 
the dancers.  
 
So while we still enjoy performing a concert, we are SO prepared for the next dance!  
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President’s Message 
 

Since our season began in September we’ve been busy 
with a wide variety of things, including some great gigs: 
 
 Our recent Casa Loma crowd was large and enthu-

siastic; there’s nothing better than performing at the 
Casa Loma with a floor full of dancers! 

 
 St. Timothy’s Episcopal Church’s annual concert, which we’ve played 

for 25 years, was moved this year from out on the parking lot to in-
side. Besides the financial success for outreach programs, it was 
great to perform in the sanctuary with excellent acoustics.  

 
 We also played for dancers in Kirkwood and in Hannibal; dancing is 

definitely coming back! 
 
Our section leaders ensure that we are properly staffed for each rehears-
al and performance, and also serve on our Board. John Chruma, our gui-
tar player for the last 12 years, has stepped up to take Mike Bruce’s 
place as the rhythm section leader. Mike has had the job for 24 years and 
given countless hours to help manage the band. We welcome John to the 
Board and thank Mike for all of his hard work. Mike continues as our bass 
player and we know that he will continue to help us in every way possi-
ble.  
 
We’ve continued to assist Harvey Lockhart and the North County Big 
Band since our last newsletter by providing them with a saxophone, trom-
bone and sheet music.  We’re still looking for an alto sax and flute. On 
April 30th we’ll perform a fund raiser concert at the Sheldon for this worthy 
group – be sure to mark your calendars now! 
 
This is Jim Owen’s second season as our director and if you listen close-
ly you will notice Jim’s impact. You’ll hear more improved jazz solos per-
formed by a larger number of players and a great variety of new charts. 
These vary from new arrangements of traditional tunes such as a new 
Lowden arrangement of Tuxedo Junction and new compositions and ar-
rangements by our own Bob Vinson and Matt McKeever, to exciting 
tunes such as Norwegian Wood as performed by the Buddy Rich band. 
Hope you have a chance to come out and see us soon!   

Rick Sharp - President 
Jerry Wood - Business Manager 
Karen Sharp - Secretary 
Mike Steep 
John Chruma 
Dennis Owsley 

Board Members 

Newsletter 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 

The Gateway City Big Band, Inc., 
a non-profit corporation, provides 
advanced jazz education and 
performance opportunities for 
participating musicians.  Through 
its performances, it strives to pro-
mote public awareness of the 
“big band” style of music, to en-
courage and support music edu-
cation at the secondary school 
level, and to assist other non-
profit groups with fundraising. 


